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THURSDAY, September the 2d, 1756. 


ERR: IAA N all my refearches into the human 
Cm Seine JR. heart (the ftudy of which has take 









up my principal attention for the fe 
forty years paft) I have never been 


fo confounded and perplexed as at 


4) 


Chosen ed difcovering that while people are 


indulging themfelves openly and without difguife in the 
commiflion of almoft every vice that their natures en- 
cline them to, they fhould defire to conceal their vir- 
tues, as if they were really afhamed of them, and con- 
fidered them as fo many weaknefies in their conftitutions, 
I know a man at this very hour, who is in his heart the 
moft domeftic creature living, and whofe wife and chil- 
dren are the only delight of his life, yet who for fear of 
being 
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being laughed at by his acquaintance, and to get 


t 
~ 

4 

oO 

i 


putation in the world, is doing penance every evening 


at the tavern, and perpetua al] ly | hinti: ng to his companions 
that he has a miftrefs in private. Iam acquainted with 


1 


another, who Being over- heard upon a fick bed to re- 
commend himfelf to the care of Heaven ina fhort eja- 


r - } } + —aneae wi 4 * te 
culation, was fo afhamed at being told of it, that he 


Vandead 1; htheadednefs fae > wenia nro re Ring h ad 
piecaded Neatneaceaneis FOr Nis excuile, prOwitin? that 


s 
he could not poflibly have been in his right fenfes, and 
cuilty of fuch a weaknefs. I know ailfo a third, who 


1 


Oo cnuren every iun- 


et 


from a ferious turn of mind, goes 
day in a part of the town where he is totally unknown, 
that he may recommend himtelf to his acquaintance by 
laughing at public w ree and ridiculing the parfons. 
THERE are men who are fo fond of the reputation of 


an intrigue with a hand‘ome married woman, that with- 


‘> 


‘al " 


out the leaft paflion for the object of their purfuit, or 
perhaps the ability to gratify it if they had, are to afting 
ter in afl companies, “rn her to every public place, 
and eternally buzzing in her ear, to convince the world 
that they are in poffeflion of a happinefs, which if of- 
fered to them, would only end in their difappointment 
and difgrace. And what is ftill more unaccountable 
the lady, thus purfued, who pofiibly prefers her huf- 
band to all other men, fhall countenance by her beha- 
viour the fufpicions entertained of her ; and contenting 
herfelf with the fecret confcioufnefs of her innocence, 
' 


fhall take pains to be thought infamous by the whole 


town. 


1 - a "op Pe eg Seen 
TuHaT there are perfons of a different ftamp from 
thefe, I very readily allow; perfons who determine to 


, 


pay themfelves by pleafure for the {candal they have oc- 
cafioned. But it is really my opinion, that if the mafk 


were 
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were taken off, we fhould find more virtues and fewer 
vices to exift amongft us, than are commonly imagined 


by thofe who judge only from appearances. 
A VERY inpentous French writer, fpeaking of the 


? 


force of cuftom and example, makes the following re- 


marks upon his own countrymen. 


« A Man, fays he, of good fenfe and good nature 
*« {peaks ill of the abfent, becaufe he would not be 
“< defpifed by thofe who are prefent. Another would 
“be honeft, humane, and without pride, if he was 


«<< wheascl s& lies 
not atraid of bei 


19 ridiculous: and a third becomes 
really ridiculous, through fuch qualities as would 
“< make him a model of perfection, if he dared to exert 
them, and effume his juft merits. In a word, con- 
“ tinues he, our vices are artificial as well as our virtues, 
the frivoloufneis of our characters permits us to 
be but imperfectly what we are. Like the play-things 
“© we give our children, we are only a faint refemblance 
of what we would appear. Accordingly we are 
‘¢ efteemed by na nations only as the petty toys and 
** trifles of fociety. The firft law of our politenefs re- 
‘«¢ cards the women. A man of the higheft rank owes 
the utmo(ft complaifance to a woman of the very low- 
«© eft condition, and would blufh for fhame, and think 
<< himfelf ridiculous in the higheft degree, if he offered 
‘© her any perfonal infult. And yet fuch a man may 
« deceive and betray-a woman of merit, and blacken 
« her reputation, without the leaft apprehenfion either 
«© of blame or cen 

I wave quoted thefe remarks that I might do juftice 
to the candour of the Frenchman who wrote them, and 
at the fame time vindicate my countrymen (unaccount- 
able as they are) from the unjuft imputation of being 
more ridiculous and abfurd than the reft >{mankind. 


In 
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_ Iw France-every married woman of condition intrigues 
epenly; and it is thought the higheft breach of French 
politenefs forthe hufband to interfere in any of her plea- 
fures. A man maybe called to ‘an ‘account for having 
feduced his ‘friend's fifter or daughter, becaufe it may 
be prefumed he has carried his point by a promife of 
marriage; but: with a.married wommn the cafe is-quite 
different, as her:gallant can ‘only: have applied to’ her 
inclinations, -or.gratified the longings of a lady, ion 
it-had'been infamy to have refufed. 

TuereE is a ftory ofa Frenchman, which as I have 
only ‘heard ‘once, and the majority of my readers per- 
haps never, I fhall beg leave to relate. A banker at 
Paris, whovhad avery handfome wife, invited an En- 
glith gentleman, with whom he had fome money trans- 
actions, to take a dinner with him at his country-houfe. 
Soon after dinner the Frenchman’ was called out upon 
‘ bufinefs, and his friend left’ alone*with the lady, who 


to his great furprife, from being the eafieft and gayett 


woman imaginable, fcarcely condefeended to give an’ 
anfwer to any of his-queftions, and at laft, ftarting from 
her-chair, and furveying him for -fome time with a look’ 
of indignation and contempt, the gave him a hearty box’ 
on the ear, and ran furioufly out of the room: ‘While’ 
the Englifhman was ftroaking his face, and endeavour-’ 
ing to penetrate into this myfterious behaviour, the huf- 
band retutned ; and finding his-friend alone; -and en- 
quiring dnto the reafon, was told the whole ftory.’ 
What, fir, fays he, did the ftrike: you? | How did you 
efitertain her? With the common occurrences of the 
town, anfwered the Englifhman, ‘nothing more I afiure’ 
yous And did you offer no rudenefs to her, returned 
the other? No, upon :my honour, replied the friend. 
| She. 
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She has behaved as the ought then, faid the Frenchman: 
for to be alone with a fine woman, and to make no at- 
tempt upon her virtue is an affront to her beauty ; and 
fhe has refented the indignity as became a woman of 
{pirit. 

I a prevented from returning to the fubject of this 
paper, by a letter which I have juft now received by 
the penny-poft, and which I fhall lay before my read- 
ers exactly as it was fent me. 


Mr. Fitz-ApAm, 

Wa kine up St. James’s ftreet the other day, - was 
ftopt by a very fmart young female, who begged my 
pardon for her boldnefs, and looking very innocently in 
my face, afked me if I did not know her. The man- 
ner of her accofting me, and the extreme prettinefs of 
her figure, made me look at her with attention; and I 
foon recolle&ted that the had been a fervant gitl of my 
wife’s, ‘who had taken her from the country, and after 
keeping her three years in her fervice, had difmiffed her 
about two months ago. “ What, Nanny, faid I, is it you?. 
“ T never faw any body fo fine in all my life.” O fir |” 


« fays fhe (with the moft innocent {mile imaginable, 
brideling her head, and curt’fying down to the ground) 
“¢ T have been debauched fince I lived with my miftrefs.” 
«© Have you fo, Mrs. Nanny, faid I! And pray, child, 
«« who is it that has debauched you?” “ O fir! fays the, 
‘* one-of the worthieft gentlemen in the world, and he 


‘« has bought me a new negligeé for every day in the 
« week.” The girl prefled me earneftly to go and look 
at her lodgings, which fhe aflured me were hard by in 
Bury ftreet, and as fine as a duchefs’s; but I declined 
her offer, knowing that any arguments of mine in favour 
of virtue and ftuff-gowns, would avail but little againft 


pleafure 
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pleafure.and filk negligeés. I therefore contented my- 
felf with expreffling my concern for the way of life the 
had entered into, and bad her farewell. 

_ Beinc a man enclined to fpeculate a little, as often as 
I think of the finery of this girl, and the reafon alledged 
for it, I cannot help fancying, whenever I fall in com- 
pany with a pretty woman, drefled out beyond her vifi- — 
ble circumftances, patched, painted and ornamented to 
the extent of the mode, that fhe is going to make me 
her beft curt’fy, and to tell me, O fir! I have been 
debauched fince I kept good company. 

Bur though this excufe for finery was given me by a 
woman, I believe it may with equal propriety be applied 
to the men. Fine places, fine fortunes, fine houfes, and 
fine things of all kinds, are too often purchafed at the 
cexpence of honefty ; and I feldom-fee.a plain country 
-gentleman turned courtier, and bowing ina fine coat at 
‘the levees of great men, whofe looks do not tell me 
ithat he is come to town to be debauched. 

I coutp with, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that from thefe rude 
‘hints, you would favour your readers with a {peculation 
upon this fubje&, which would be. highly. entertaining 
to all, and particularly obliging to, 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
C. D. 





in Pall-Mall, 
OOPERat 
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